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Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing 
Boots  -  Assassination 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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WHEN  ASSASSINATED 


T7>EW  people  know  that  the  boots 
worn  by  Lincoln  on  the  night  of 

*-  his  assassination  are  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  family  residing  In  Lynn. 
How  this  family  came  to  have  them  in 
their  keeping  is  interesting,  although 
of  no  historical  importance. 

As  far  as  the  writer  knows,  no  his- 
torian has  ever  recorded  the  name  of 
the  man  in  whose  room  Lincoln 
breathed  his  last.  History  simply  states 
that  "the  wounded  President  was  borne 
tenderly  across  the  street  from  the 
theatre,  and  in  a  dingy  little  room  of  a 
lodging  house,  his  life  ebbed  away." 

The  room  was'  rented  by  two  clerks 
employed  in  one  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  Massachusetts  state 
agency,  in  charge  of  Gardiner  Tufts, 
who  aftei  the  war  was  appointed  war- 
den of  the  Concord  reformatory.  The 
names  of  these  two  men  were  Augustus 
and  William  Clark,  and  although  their 
surnames  were  similar,  they  were  not 
relatives.  On  the  night  ol'  Lincoln's 
murder  .William  Clark  went  to  the 
theatre,  but  as  the  play  did  not  interest 
him,  he  left  early.  As  he  was  standing 
on  the  steps  of  his  lodging  house,  unde- 
cided whether  to  go  in  to  bed  or  not. 
he  saw  something  was  wrong  across 
the  way.  He  hurried  across  the  street 
to  find  out  what  the  trouble  was,  and 
learned  that  the  President  had  been 
shot,  and  soon  he  was  brought  out  by 


he  could  not  pay,  he  brought  the  relics 
to  his  creditor.  "I'm  going  west  to 
make  my  fortune,"  he  said;  "keep 
these  things  for  security  until  I  can 
pay  you.  They  are  certainly  worth  all 
of  my  indebtedness,  and  in  time  will 
probably  be  more  valuable  still,  if  I 
do  not  come  for  them.  But  I  shall  cer- 
tainly redeem  them  as  soon  as  I  can." 

Clark  departed  and  was  never  heard 
of  again.  He  has  doubtless  been  in  his 
grave  for  many  a  year.  The  boots  were 
then  brought  to  Lynn,  and  have  been 
there  ever  since. 

The  boots  are  old-fashioned,  long- 
legged  affairs,  with  square  toes.  They 
are  very  large,  probably  10s  or  12s,  al- 
though they  are  much  narrower  than 
one  would  suppose  a  man  of  his  night 
could  wear.  The  upper  part  of  tjie  legs 
are  made  of  a  heavy,  reddish-brown 
leather,  but  the  rest  of  vhe  boot  is  of  a 
line,  black  material.  They  show  con- 
siderable wear,  although  not  worn 
through  at  any  part. 

A  pair  of  blue  worsted  socks  were 
with  them,  and  the  socks  had  been 
darned  with  big  white  stitches,  evi- 
dently done  by  Lincoln  himself.  Moths 
destroyed  them  some  years  ago,  and 
they  were  burned.  ' 

For  over  TO  years  now%these  boots 
have  been  hidden  away,  only  exhibited 
on  special  occasions.    To  the  boys  of 


LINCOLN'S  BOOTS, 


a  group  of  men.  "Where  sha'l  we 
carry  him"?"  asked  someone.  'Bring 
hhn  into  my  room,"  sajd  Clark,  quii-kly. 

Thus  it  happened  that  the  president 
was  carried  to  the  little  room  on  10th 
st.  After  Lincoln  died  and  his  body 
■was  removed,  the  Clarks'  room  was 
left  in  disorder.  Lincoln's  socks,  his, 
toots,  soiicd  towels  used  to  stanch 
his  life  blood  and  bits  of  hair  cut  from 
around  the  fatal  wound  were  thrown 
about  the  floor.  Clark  kept  the  boots, 
the  socks  and  a  nit  of  hair  and  towel 
as  sacred  relics. 

But  Clark  owed  considerable  money 
and  was  indebted  to  another  Massa- 
chusetts man,  employed  in  tho  agency, 
quite  heavily.    As  time  went  on  and 


the  family,  when  they  grew  old  enoug 
to  realize,  they  have  always  been  a 
object  of  veneration,  alt'^o.jgh  ai' 
small  boys  they  have  not  always  real- 
ized their  value.  The  writer  has  often 
heard  it  told  of  a  certain  young  man 
who  wanted  to  go  fishing  one  rainy 
day  and  couldn't,  because  he  bad  wot 
shoes  in  the  morning.  All  at  once  a 
bright  idea  struck  him.  He  posted  up 
to  the  owner  of  the  boots  and  asked  if 
he  couldn't  borrow  them  for  the  aft- 
ernoon, promising  to  return  them  after- 
lie  had  used  them.  He  was  highly  in- 
dignant when  he  was  denied  the  privi- 
lege and  wanted  to  know  what  the 
"old  boots  were  good  for  if  a  feller 
couldn't  wear  them  fishing?" — supci'in* 
lendent  and  Foreman. 
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Willie  Clark  kept  Lincoln's  black  leather  boots  with  their  eav 
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fr^rirjf      Wh.ite  Hd  ^ovesjouni  s^ed  in  Lincoln's 


,?nVLrC°ar?°Ck^TWaig,iven  b?  Mrs-  LintoIn  to  her  s  star's  s 
in-law,  Edward  L.  Baker,  editor  of  the  Illinois  State  Journal. 
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One  of  the  most  treasured  relics  was  a  lock  of  Lincoln's 
hair.  Ihis  one  was  sent  to  a  friend  by  Robert  Lincoln. 
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S,erddintPrlnXdldbt  theS'nfr,r.Sted  C-°Ver,et  "ft*  WhicH  L''"C°,n  ^  ™  l" 
P   n.neld  on  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  assassination.  Then  it  vani 


COPY  ROBERT  C.  MARCOTTE 

P.O.  Box  3303 

Peabody,  Mass.    OI96O  7/22/6} 

Dr.  John  K.  Lattimer 
Presbyterian  Hospital 
622  West  168th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10032 

Dear  Dr.  Lattimer: 

A  mutaal  friend,  John  0.  Brennan,  has  givsn  me  your  address  and, 
I  believe,  has  told  you  that  I*d  be  writing.      I  have  been  working  on 
a  story  connected  with  Lincoln's  assassination  and  you  come  highly  recom- 
mended as  an  expert  on  that  subject.       My  interest  centers  around  the 
boots  Lincoln  had  on  that  night,  as  well  as  a  lock  of  his  hair,  a  bloody 
towel,  and  his  socks.      These  items  were  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  for  70  years 
in  the  "care"  of  a  family  whose  grandfather  hod  gotten  them  from  William 
Clark  in  return  for  a  loan.      I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  tape-record 
both  gf  anddau/r,hters  involved  (one  of  whom  has  since  died,  and  the  other 
of  whom  is  in  her  80' s  in  a  nursing  home).      The  boots  were  all  that 
survived  the  passage  of  time  and  were  finally  donated  fcc  Ford's  Theatre 
in  19k7  by  the  now-deceased  sister.      As  far  as  local  history  is  Concerned 
the  boots  have  a  fascinating  history.      They  were  brought  to  schools  in 
Lynn  by  this  sister,  a  history  teacher,  and  there  are  people  walking  In 
the  streets  today  who  can  say  they  walked  in  Lincoln's  boots.      There  are 
other  stories  connected  with  them,  such  as  P.T.  Barnum  and  Henry  Ford 
wanting  them,  etc.        The  story,  I  think,  warrants  some  national  atten- 
tion, and  I  have  hopes  of  getting  it  written  up  for  YANKEE.    Of  course, 
you  are  familiar  with  the  April  1979  issue  which  had" the  article  on  the 
famous,  or  should  I  say  infamous,  Augustus  Clark!    John  and  I  have  had 
many  letters  pass  between  us  on  that  guy.      I  also  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  him  on  a  recent  information  gathering  trip  to  Washington ,  D.C. 
This  leads  me  to  write  to  yo.i. 

I  have  many  questions  about  the  actual  shooting,  walk  across  the 
street,  the  death  watch,  and  the  removal  of  the  body.      I  have  read  every- 
thing I  can  get  my  hand3  on,  but  I  am  sure  that  I  am  woefully  deficient 
in  not  having  read  as  yet  the  definitive  works  on  the  subject.      John  has 
told  me  of  The  Death  of  Lincoln  by  Clara  Laughlin.      I  have  also  been 
made  aware  of  the  Great  American  Myth.      I  have  not  read  either  of  these 
yet  but  will  try  to  locate  them  and  do  so  shortly.        1  wonder  if  you 
might  be  able  to  suggest  other  sources  from  which  I  can  extract  credible 
information  about  the  affairs  from  10:15  prn  4/14/65  until  about  9:00  am 
4/15/65?      I  would  most  appreciate  any  help. 

This  subject  gets  more  fascinating  the  more  I  get  into  it.  No 
doubt  many  find  it  so.      Every  little  microscopic  bit  about  Lincoln  only 
whets  the  appetite  for  more.      Oh,  before  I  forget  to  mention  it.  I 
understand  that  you  have  some  items  connected  with  the  assassination. 
Bloodsoaked  Items?      I  would  be  most  interested    if  you  could  tell  me  how 
these  made  their  way  to  you.      I  have  a  fairly  good  idea  how  some  of  the 
things  in  Ford's  Theatre  got  there  because  I  have  seen  the  accession  file, 
but  here  are  some  other  items  that  exist.      It  would  help  me  put  the 
chain  of  custody  of  the  four  item3  I  mentioned  into  perspective.  I 
know  your  time  is  valuabJe,  but  I  think  you  are  one  source  that  I  should 
not  fail  to  consult. 

Yours  truly, 
(3)  Bob 

Robert  C.  Marcotte 


